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E.O. 11652 GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IT 

SUBJECT: ANDREOTTI NAMES ROGNONI TO INTERIOR MINISTRY 

SUMMARY: IN AN UNEXPECTED MOVE, PRIME MINISTER ANDREOTTI 
ENDED A POLITICALLY DIPPICULT 34-DAY SEARCH POR A NEW 
INTERIOR MINISTER ON JUNE 13 BY NOMINATING DC DEPUTY 
VIRGINIO ROGONI, A VICE PRESIDENT OP THE CHANBER OF 
DEPUTIES. UNKNOWN OUTSIDE OP PARLIAMENTARY CIRCLES, 

ROGONI IS A UNIVERSITY PROPESSOR PROM PAVIA (LOBARDY) 

WHO IS A MEMBER OP THE DCS LEPT WING WHICH LENDS ANDREOTTI 
AND THE ZACCAGNINI SECRETARIAT POLITICAL SUPPORT. IN- 
TELLIGENT, RESERVED AND UNCONTROVERSIAL, ROGNONI NONETHELESS 
TAKES ON THE SENSITIVE AND POLITICALLY HAZARDOUS INTERIOR 
PORTPOLIO WITHOUT ANDY PREVIOUS EXECUTIVE GOVERNMENT 
EXPERIENCE. HE WILL BE CALLED UPON TO LEAD THE ANTI- 
TERRORIST EPFORT, REORGANZIE THE DISPIRITED INTELLIGENCE 
AND SECURITY PORCES AND NEGOTIATE POLITCIALLY SENSITIVE 
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ISSUES SUCH AS THE POLICE UNION. IN MAKING THE APPOINT- 
MENT, ANDREOTTI TOOK A NEW STEP BY REQUESTING AND OB- 
TAINING POR THE PIRST TIME THE PRIOR CONCURRENCE OF 
THE PIVE PARTIES (INCLUDING THE PCI) WHICH SUPPORT HIS 
GOVERNMNET. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ENDING A PROTRACTED SEARCH FOR A WILLING AND 
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POLITICALLY ACCEPTABLE CANDIDATE TO REPLACE FORMER 
INTERIOR MINISTER COSSIGA, PRIME MINISTER ANDREOTTI 
NOMINATED A RELATIVELY UNKNOWN DC DEPUTY, VIRGINIO 
ROGNONI, TO THE KEY SECURITY POST ON JUNE 13. NAMING 
A NEW INTERIOR MINISTER WAS NO EASY TASK. THE PORT- 
FOLIO WOULD NORMALLY HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED A POLITICAL 
PLUM RESERVED FOR SENIOR POLITICAL LEADERS. IN A 
PERIOD OF TERORRISM AND DISORDER, HOWEVER, THE SENSI- 
TIVE POSITION HAS BECOME POLITICALY HAZARDOUS. MORE- 
OVER,, THE NOMINATION OF A SENIOR DC LEADER (SUCH AS 
PICCOLI OR RUFFINI) WOULD HAVE UPSET THE PATY'S 
DELICATE INTERNAL BALANCE IN A MOMENT ALREADY STRAINED 
BY POST-MORO LEADERSHIP MANEUVERING. ANDREOTTI WAS 
THEREFORE OBLIGED TO LOOK FOR SUITABLE CANDIDATES AT 
AN UNUSUALLY JUNIOR LEVEL. 

2. A SECOND PROBLEM IN NAMING A NEW INTERIOR 
MINISTER AROSE FROM ANDREOTTI'S DECISION TO OBTAIN 
THE CONCURRENCE OF THE FIVE PARTIES (THE PCI INCLUDED) 
THAT SPPORT HIS GOVERNMENT ON THE ACCEPTABILITY OF 
THE CANDIDATE. THIS IS SOMETHING THAT ANDREOTTI HAS 
NEVER DONE BEFORE BUT APPARENTLY HE REGARDED AS 
POLITICALLY NECESSARY AT THIS TIME. THUS, THE 

NAMES OF NUMEROUS CANDIDATES WERE FLOATED, ONLY TO 
BE KNOCKED DOWN AS UNACCEPTABLE TO ONE OR MORE OF THE 
POLITICAL PARTIES. THE CANDIDACY OF FORMER INTERIOR 
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UNDERSECRETARY AND FRIULI SPECIAL COMMISSIONER 
ZAMBERLETTI APPEARED THE MST PROMISING UNTIL THE 
LEFT PARTIES JUDGED HIM UNACCEPTABLE. ROGNONI, 

IN THE END, WON THE CONSENSUS OF THE FIVE PARTIES. 

3. ROGNONI THE MAN: THE NEW INTERIOR MINISTER 

TAKES ON WHAT MUST CERTAINLY BE ONE OF THE TOUGHEST AND 
MOST POLITIALLY SENSITIVE MINISTERIAL ASSIGNMENTS 
WITHOUT ANY PREVIOUS EXECUTIVE GOVERNMENT EXPERIENCE. 
MOREOVER, IN HIS TEN YEAR POLITIAL CAREER WHICH BEGAN 
WITH HIS ELECTION TO PARLIAMENT IN 1968, HE HAS HAD 
NO ASSOCIATION WITH THE POLICE OR SECURITY FORCES. 

WE KNOW ROGNONI, HOWEVER, AS AN INTELLIGNT AND 
SERIOUS MAN WHOSE INTEGRITY AND HONESTY APPEAR UN- 
QUESTIONED. THESES ARE QUALITIES THAT SHOULD ASSIST 
HIM IN LEARNING THE ROPES IN HIS NEW JOB. 

4. BORN AT CORSICO NEAR MILAN ON AUGUST 5, 1924, 
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RIGNINI WAS RAISED IN THE LOBARDY CITY OP PAVIA WHERE 
HIS LATHER PRACTICED LAW. ALTER COMPLETING HIS EDUCA- 
TION, WHICH INCLUDED A PERIOD AT YALE UNIVERSITY, 

ROGNONI PRACTICED LAW IN PAVIA AND TAUGHT PROCEDURAL 
LAW AS A PROPESSOR AT TH UNIVERSITY OP PAVIA. HE 
ENTERED DC POLITICS AS A MEMBER OF THE LEPT WING 
"BASE’'PACTION THAT HAS LONG DOMINATED DC POLITICS IN 
LOMBARDY. SUPPORTED BY LOBARDY "BASE" LEADERS SUCH 
AS BASSETTI, GRANELLI AND MARCORA, ROGNONI WON 
ELECTION TO THE HCAMBER OP DEPUTIES IN 1968, 1972 AND 
1976. ALTHOUGH HE SERVED AS A VICE PRESIDENT OP THE 
DC PARLIAMENTARY GROUP, HE NEVER PALYED A POLITICALLY 
PROMINENT ROLE, AND HIS ELECTION IN 1976 AS ONE OF 
THE POUR PRESIDENTS OP THE CHAMBER (POLITICALLY 
DISTRIBUTED)MOTE REELECTED HIS STEADINESS AND COM- 
PETENCE RATHER THAN POLITICAL VERVE. IN THE CHAMBER, 
ROGNONI HAS ALSO SERVED ON EDUCATION AND PINE ARTS 
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COMMITTEE. ROGONI IS MARRIED AND HAS POUR CHILDREN 
(A YEAR AGO HE ADOPTED A PHYSICALLY HADNICAPPED CHILD). 
AS A RESULT OF HIS US EDUCATIIONAL EXPERIENCE, 
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ROGNONI SPEAKS GOOD INGLISH. 

5. ORGNONI'S POLITICS: ALTHOUGH ROGNONI BELONGS TO 
THE DCS LELT WING WHICH SUPPORTS ANDREOTTI AND THE 
ZACCAGNINI GOVERNMENT, WE HAVE LITTLE KNOWLEDGE OE 
HIS VIEWS ON SPECIEIC ISSUES. AT A LUNCH AT THE DCM'S 
RESIDENCE LAST EALL, ROGNONI SUPPORTED MORO'S STRATEGY 
OE POLITICAL COOPERATION WITH THE PCI. HIS VIEWS AP-PEARED 
CONSISTENT WITH THE ''BASE"EACTION'S MORE OPEN, 

"POSSIBILIST " ATTITUDE TOWARD THE PCI. ROGNONI HAS 
RARELY ENTERED THE POLITICAL FRAY, HOWEVER. A RARE 
EXCEPTION OCCURED DURING LAST WINTER'S GOVERNMNET 
CRISIS WHEN HE SUPPORTED ANDREOTTI BY CRITICIZING 

THE DC REEORM GROUP OF 100. WE ALSO KNOW LITTLE OE 
ROGNONI'S ATTITUDES TOWARD THE UNITED STATES. HE 
APPEARS TO SHARE GRANELLI'S THIRD WORLDIST PENCHANT; 

IN 1976 HE ACCEPTED ELECTION TO THE DIRECTORATE OE THE PCI- 
DOMINNATED "ITALY-USSR FRIENDSHIP ASSOCATION". HE VISITED 
THE USSR IN 1977 IN THAT CAPACITY. 

6. COMMENT. ROGNONI'S APPOINTMENT HAS BEEN WELL RE- 
CEIVED EMPHASIZED HIS SERIOUS, BALANCED NATURE AND HIS 
UNCONTROVERSIAL BACKGROUND. OTHERS OBSERVE THAT BY 
APPOINTING A MEMBER OF THE "BASIC'EACTION, ANDEREOTTI 
WAS ABLE TO PRESERVE THE FACTIONAL BALANCE OF HIS 
CABINET (COSSIGA WAS ALSO "BASE"). WE WOULD ADD THAT 
IN APPOINTING ROGNONI, ANDREOTTI HAS OBTAINED AN 
INTERIOR MINISTER WHO, LIKE COSSIGA, IS TKF.T.Y TO BE 

ABLE TO DEVELOP A SMOOTH WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
PCI. PCI. ROGNONI'S JUNIOR POLITICAL STANDING MAY ALSO 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 ROME II070 02 0F02 I4I74IZ 

PERMIT ANDREOTTI TO EXERCISE A GREATER DEGREE OE IN- 
ELUENCE OVERTHE INTERIOR MINISTETRY THAN NORMALLY WOULD 
HAVE BEEN THE CASE. EINALLY, ALTHOUGH IT IS CERTAINLY 
UNDERSTANDABLE THAT ANDREOTTI CONSULTED THE OTHER 
PARTIES DIRECTLY ON THE APPOINTMENT, THE PRIME 
MINISTER HAS CONCEDED AN IMPORTANT PRINCIPLE IN PER- 
,ITTING THE PARTIES TO PASS ON MINISTERIAL APPOINT- 
MENTS.HOLMES 
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